ARMCHAIR TRAVELER SERIES

ZIMBABWE, ZAMBIA,BOTSWANA
DISCUSSION LIST

Read or watch any of the books or movies on this list,
and then join the discussion via Zoom on Wednesday, January 27 at 7 pm.
All items available at Patten Free Library, in Minerva, or on our streaming movie service Kanopy.

Books
I Will Always Write Back by Caitlin Alifrenka & Martin Ganda with Liz Welch
Nonfiction. Traces the friendship between an American girl and her pen pal from an
impoverished region of Zimbabwe, describing how 12-year-old Caitlin wrote to an unknown
student for a class assignment and shared a life-changing six-year correspondence. 2015.
Scribbling the Cat: Travels with an African Soldier by Alexandra Fuller
Nonfiction. Scribbling the Cat chronicles Fuller's journey through Africa's war-torn history with
a battle-scarred veteran of the Rhodesian war. 2004. (Fuller's memoirs are also recommended,
beginning with Don't Let's Go to the Dogs Tonight.)
The Fear: Robert Mugabe & the Martyrdom of Zimbabwe by Peter Godwin
Nonfiction. Born in what's now called Zimbabwe, journalist Peter Godwin returns to his
homeland in 2008 after three decades of Robert Mugabe's brutal economic and human
destruction. 2011. (Godwin's memoir When a Crocodile Eats the Sun is also recommended.)
The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency by Alexander McCall Smith
Fiction. Working in Gaborone, Botswana, Precious Ramotswe investigates several local
mysteries, including a search for a missing boy and the case of the clinic doctor with different
personalities for different days of the week. 1998. 1st book in an extensive series.
Secrets of the Savanna by Mark & Delia Owens
Nonfiction. The authors describe their many years in Africa working to save the elephants and
other wildlife decimated by poachers, as well as the poverty-stricken nearby villages, a quest
that led to threats against their own lives that forced them out of Zambia. 2006.

F

Wild Life: Dispatches from a Life with Baboons & Button-Downs by Keena Roberts
Memoir. Keena Roberts split her adolescence between the wilds of an island camp in Botswana
and the even more treacherous halls of an elite Philadelphia private school. 2019.
The Old Drift by Namwali Serpell
Fiction. Three generations of a cursed family traverse from India and Italy to England
and ultimately a fantastical Zambia of the near future, where an interstitial Greek chorus
of mosquitoes traces their vibrant human experiences as children, parents and
grandparents. 2019.

Movies
The Cheetah Children
Documentary. The forested hills of Zimbabwe may not seem like typical cheetah habitat,
but it's here that cinematographer Kim Wolhuter forges an amazing relationship with a
wild cheetah family. 2017. 53 min.
Available on Kanopy: https://patten.kanopy.com/video/cheetah-children
I Am Not a Witch
Feature film. In her BAFTA award-winning debut feature, Rungano Nyoni crafts a satiric
feminist fairy-tale set in present-day Zambia. When 9-year old orphan Shula is accused of
witchcraft, she is exiled to a witch camp run by Mr. Banda, a corrupt and inept government
official. 2017. 93 min.
Available on Kanopy: https://patten.kanopy.com/video/i-am-not-witch-0
A United Kingdom
Feature film. Prince Seretse Khama of Botswana causes an international stir when he marries a
white woman from London in the late 1940s. When they decided to marry, just as apartheid
was being introduced into South Africa, it caused an international uproar.
Starring David Oyelowo & Rosamund Pike. 2016. 111 min.
Available on DVD through Minerva or on Amazon Prime.
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