
 

STEAM-A-Thon FAQs 

Thank you for your interest in helping your child with our STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, and 

math) themed read-a-thon during April vacation, the 18th through the 23rd!  We hope this guide will answer 

any questions you may have. 

Does my child only have to only read STEAM books? 

No! We have included a suggested list of STEAM books in this packet for readers if they want, but any book 

counts. With this packet are daily STEAM activities you can do with your child at home – share a picture with 

us (on Facebook, Instagram or to slricker@patten.lib.me.us) to be entered into a raffle drawing. There are a 

few library programs during April vacation for your child to participate in STEAM activities – mark your 

attendance on the reading log to be entered into a raffle drawing. Tuesday April 19 at 10:30 join Mad 

Science for a Dinosaurs Workshop, then later at 3:30 come to Bath Matters Lego Club, and on Wednesday 

April 20 at 10:30 join Mad Science again for Earthworks program. 

How do we participate? 

Pick up a pledge packet at the library, then start asking family and friends if they would like to sponsor your 

child for their STEAM-a-thon. People can either pledge a flat donation, or a per-minute amount. They can 

even set a maximum amount. The Friends of Patten Free Library have sponsored your child for $5 already, 

guaranteeing them a goody bag when they return their log.  

Can we raise money online? 

Yes! We’re excited to use Facebook Fundraising tools to support our STEAM-A-Thon. Visit 

facebook.com/fund/PattenFree to get started. Name your fundraiser “STEAM-A-Thon” or after your child (For 

example: Oscar’s STEAM-A-Thon). Personalize your message so that friends and family know what they’re 

supporting. For example, “Please support Oscar’s STEAM-a-thon efforts. He’s hoping to read 30 minutes a day 

from April 18 - 23. His goal is to raise $350 for the library so he can earn a gift card. The STEAM-A-Thon supports 

our local library, which means so much to our community. Thanks for your support!” 100% of each donation 

comes directly to the Patten Free Library. No money changes hands, and no fees are assessed from any 

donations. This is a great way to get friends and family from afar to support the STEAM-A-Thon! 

How and when will we receive prizes? 

You can pick up prizes at the library the week of April 25.  

Does reading to my child count?  How about audio-books? 

We believe that all reading is nourishing reading for your child. Read-a-louds, audiobooks, siblings reading to 

one another – it all counts to us. We hope you enjoy participating together! 

Can my children combine their pledges and/or reading minutes? 

We do not wish to have any barriers to participation. If it’s easier for you to combine pledges and track 

minutes collectively, we support that. Prizes will be awarded based on the total amount raised.   

Is there a limit to how much I can earn? 

No – the more you read and raise, the more you earn!   


