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Patten Free Library



> 404Speaker Series: Acknowledging our Past to Create a More Inclusive Future

            Bath Area Family YMCA’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee, in partnership with the Patten Free Library, is bringing a series of speakers, programs and events to our community as part of our dedication to creating communities that are inclusive and socially just so that all people can thrive. With this series, we will facilitate opportunities to explore a small piece of our region’s history with race relations, primarily through the lens of Malaga Island. By familiarizing ourselves with this history, we hope to explore how we can avoid the terrible mistakes of our past and create more inclusive communities today and in the future. We welcome all in the community to participate in these programs and to help to be a part of that vision of a just, equitable community.

All programs are presented live in person and on Zoom. Registration is required for Zoom only.  Click the link below to register and for more info.

 

Wednesday, March 20 at 5 p.m.: Malaga Island with Kate McBrien

Friday, April 12 at 12 p.m.: The Underground Railroad: Retracing the Tracks with Pamela Cummings

Friday, May 10 at 3 p.m.: Our Arms Spread Out around It All: A History of Malaga Island through Poems with Julia Bouwsma

                        Staff Picks: Hidden Systems: Water, Electricity, the Internet, and the Secrets Behind the Systems We Use Every Day by Dan Nott

            Using an array of sketches, diagrams, and sequenced panels, graphic novelist Dan Nott presents an introduction to three modern wonders: the internet, electricity, and water systems. He explains the three topics through many facets—their historical development, their technological intricacies, their social importance, and their future challenges.

Much of the information in Hidden Systems might be familiar to readers, but its brilliance is in its entertaining and simple depiction of complex systems through historical time and across a globe without borders. As a reader, I became aware that these systems are in their historic infancy, and therefore of the existing needs to advance their efficiency, their climate costs, their cultural costs, etc. These issues will be central to the next generation, and it’s impossible to ignore that implication while reading. This book is a fascinating, well-organized, and invaluable primer for readers of all ages.

-Laurel, Reference

                        Staff Pick: Dead Eleven by Jimmy Juliano

            Mysterious disappearance of a loved one? Check.

Ages-old evil entity? Check.

Scary things back from the dead? Check.

All this plus a weird island that can’t be googled and seems to have stopped evolving past 1994. Makes for a page turning horror/psychological thriller.  And did I mention fun 1994 references? Dead Eleven is told through a mix of text messages, letters, and the narrative of a few different characters. I read in one night, sitting by the fire.

-Meredith, Children’s Room

                        Read to a Dog

            Every fourth Saturday from 1-2 p.m.

Greta, a five year old goldendoodle will stop by Patten Free Library to listen to you read out loud to her. Dogs are non judgmental listeners and help foster confidence in readers who may need a little extra encouragement. Four fifteen minute slots are available each month for signup.  Reluctant readers of all ages are welcome!  Only readers need to register, any accompanying adults do not.

                        Artist Talk with Dianne Ballon

            Saturday, March 16 at 2 p.m.

Sound artist Dianne Ballon talks about her current installation at the Maine Maritime Museum, Lost and Found: Sounds of the Maine Coast.

Lost and Found is a collaboration between Dianne Ballon and Maine Maritime Museum that investigates the significant role of sound in maritime environments. The exhibition will encourage visitors to think critically about the soundscapes they encounter along Maine’s coast and how they contribute to them.

The exhibition will feature topics such as navigational warning systems from buoys to foghorns – both past and present. It will investigate the idea of ”lost” and “found” maritime sounds and invite visitors to reflect on how sound affects our individual and collective memory. It will be an interdisciplinary exploration of art, science, technology, and history. Audio samples in the exhibition include examples of Dianne’s field work and recordings of objects from the museum’s collection.

Dianne Ballon is a sound artist from Maine. She spent years as a visual artist before sound caught her ear.  During semester breaks at Massachusetts College of Art, she volunteered in Appalachia.  Listening to the rich story-telling tradition and music from the hills and hollows opened her ears to sound.  She was awarded a Maine Artist Fellowship from the Maine Arts Commission.  Ten of her sound works have aired on National Public Radio’s All Things Considered.  Currently, she teaches audio production online through Maine College of Art & Design, SALT Institute for Documentary Studies.

                        Staff Pick: O Beautiful by Jung Yun

            I listened to the audiobook, O Beautiful by Jung Yun on the CloudLibrary online catalog and was invested in the story from the first few lines. It’s about a woman named Elinor in her forties trying to reinvent herself after a modeling career from her youth. When she gets the opportunity to write an article on her hometown for a prestigious magazine, she discovers much more than she anticipated. As she explores how the Bakken oil boom has transformed the entire landscape of what she remembers of North Dakota, I was on the edge of my seat as she interviews those who are affected. I will never forget this book. Yun shows the complexity and greyness of capitalism, racism, sexism, and social class.

-Gia, Children’s Room

                        Catch us at Winterfest 2024!

            Meg from Embark Maine Tours has put together a super fun photo hunt downtown for Winterfest 2024! Find the partially obscured historic images in store fronts and scan the QR code to see the full image.

Bath Historical Society, Maine Maritime Museum and Patten Free Library’s History Room have all put forth our most the winter images from our collections. Make sure to find all of the History Room’s images in Main Street Bath’s Winterfest 2024 Historic Photo Hunt! 

Children with sleds in the snow (Patten Free Library photograph collection, PC 65.7.6)


Hattie/Henrietta C. Ledyard to brother James Pitt Ledyard, dated Jan 24, 1886, reporting on their brother’s bobsled accident. (Henry Baecker collection, MAINE MC 020)

Sepia-toned, black-and-white photograph of Front Street in Bath, Maine with a trolley snowplow clearing the tracks near the corner of Front and Centre Streets. Circa 1922. (2010.1.10.1)

A cyanotype, labeled “Marshall Street at the corner of High Street, showing ice house a[t] Goddard’s Pond” (Priscilla Cornish collection, 2010.6.2.1)

Postcard featuring a black-and-white photograph of “Winter Scene-Bath, Maine – Jan. 1944,” with a photo by “Douglas” that looks north on Front Street, north of the intersection with Centre Street. Herbert Douglas, photographer. (Oscar Marsh postcard collection, 2010.8.2.57)

Winter Carnival, 1935. (Patten Free Library photograph collection, PC 65.7.25)

Building the Carlton Bridge featuring snow on the bridge span, 1927. (Roberta Doyle collection, PC 10.41)

Pony leading young man in front of the Baptist Church. (Elizabeth Houghton, PC 14.14)

Three young women standing on snow covered sidewalk posing for camera. Davenport Memorial City Hall in far background. (Buffkin collection, PC 16.35)

Children with sleds in the snow. (Patten Free Library photograph collection, PC 65.7.6)

                        Staff Picks: Selfish, Shallow, and Self Absorbed: Sixteen Writers on the Decision Not to Have Kids edited by Meghan Daum

            Leaving aside those who wish to have children but don’t,  there are surely as many reasons for not being a parent as for being one and as many ways to be as to not be one. The essays in Selfish, Shallow, and Self Absorbed are thoughtful and honest about the challenges of living an “authentic” life. It’s clear that there can be courage and a rich emotional life in either decision.

-Barbara, Circulation

                        Writing Contest Winners

            
Congratulations to the winners of our 10th Annual Writing Contest! This year’s judges, who included Library staff, community members, and an RSU 1 representative, had a challenging job picking the winners.

 




Winning pieces will be up on our website later this month, and everyone who entered the contest will be invited to a reception.

 




Thank you to everyone who entered, and congratulations again to the winners!




 

6-9 Grade Non-Fiction

First Place: Vignette Timeline of My Connection to Nature by Isabel Bathe Oyer

Second Place: Alexander Graham Bell: Inventor, Educator, and Visionary by Finn McEneaney

 

6-9 Grade Fiction

TIE: Echoes of the Jungle by Colin McDorr

TIE: The Qualupalik by Caroline Luchies

TIE: Whalesong by Josephine Dunn

 

10-12 Grade Non-Fiction

First Place: Ring, “No School Today.” by Grace Tetreault

Second Place: The Hubcap by Evan D’Souza

 

10-12 Grade Fiction

First Place: Between Today and Tomorrow by Aurora Guzzetti

Second Place: Deep Discovery by Ella Burkhardt

 

Adult Non-Fiction

First Place: Valet to the Dead by Gary Newton

Second Place: 15 Minutes by Shannon Yarbrough

 

Adult Fiction

First Place: Mudlines by Joan Newkirk

Second Place: The Boy Who Loved A Girl by Zachary McDorr



                        Staff Pick: Fourth Wing by Rebecca Yarros

            Traditional fantasy takes on a brutal edge in Rebecca Yarros’ new novel, the immensely popular Fourth Wing.  Violet Sorrengail, the youngest of the General’s three children, enters the Rider’s Quadrant with every eye on her – and not much hope of surviving the next few weeks.  After all, a quarter of Rider Candidates never make it to even get the chance to meet the dragons, and some make it no further than that.  To add to the fear of being killed in training and by dragons, Violet has the pressure of her mother’s brutal history of squashing rebellions throughout the country.  It isn’t unusual for candidates to be killed by their classmates, and Violet’s classmates can hold her responsible for tragedy and brutality in the country and in their families.  Plus, she’s about the tiniest person in her class.  Near misses abound in this action packed, dragon infused traditional fantasy with a spicy side, as Violet breaks through it all and becomes her own person along the way, out of her family’s shadows and into situations she believed unthinkable.  Expect to lose sleep to this one – and put yourself on the hold list for the second installment, Iron Flame, before you start the first!

                    
        
        News & Updates


	March 12, 2024
Speaker Series: Acknowledging our P...Bath Area Family YMCA’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusi…






	March 7, 2024
Staff Picks: Hidden Systems: Water,...Using an array of sketches, diagrams, and sequenced pan…






	February 29, 2024
Staff Pick: Dead Eleven by Jimmy Ju...Mysterious disappearance of a loved one? Check.

Ages…






	February 26, 2024
Read to a DogEvery fourth Saturday from 1-2 p.m.

Greta, a five ye…






	February 26, 2024
Artist Talk with Dianne BallonSaturday, March 16 at 2 p.m.

Sound artist Dianne Bal…











    
    




  
    
    
                Hours and Holidays

                
                    Open Today: 10 AM – 7 PM
                

                
                    
                    HISTORY ROOM HOURS
                

            

            
	
                
                    
		Monday	10 AM	5 PM
	Tuesday	10 AM	7 PM
	Wednesday	10 AM	7 PM
	Thursday	10 AM	5 PM
	Friday	10 AM	5 PM
	Saturday	10 AM	4 PM
	Sunday	Closed
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