ARMCHAIR TRAVELER SERIES

THE SILK ROAD
Tune in for either event or both. All are welcome!
Visit www.patten.lib.me.us/events/ for more information, or sign up to receive reminders and
updates about all Armchair Traveler series events at: https://bit.ly/3nf7he2.
Biking the Silk Road
Wednesday, March 17 at 7:00 pm
Intrepid traveler Peter Robbins
recounts his bicycle journey on the Silk
Road from China to Italy with his
partner Coco. Presented live on Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83373082749

Cooking with Spices from the Silk Road
Thursday, March 25th at 5:00 pm
Join Louisa Edgerton from Now You're
Cooking for a demonstration on "One Pan
Pomegranate Chicken." Presented live
on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/events/791915574734882/

F

Further Reading
Want to dive more deeply into the history and travel of the Silk Road? Check out these books
available at Patten. Click on any title to find it in our catalog.
Marco Polo: From Venice to Xanadu by Laurence Bergreen
Nonfiction. A portrait of the thirteenth-century explorer, adventurer, and global traveler
follows Marco Polo from his youth in Venice to his journey to Asia and role in the court of
Kublai Khan, to his return to Europe, and discusses his influence on the history of his era.
Peter Robbins calls it "a must read for anyone interested in the history of the Silk Road." 2007.
Lands of Lost Borders: A Journey on the Silk Road by Kate Harris
Travel Memoir. An Oxford-trained scientist and award-winning writer presents an evocative
travelogue and memoir of her journey by bicycle along the Silk Road and how it became
synonymous with humanity's exploration of boundaries. 2018.
River Town: Two Years on the Yangtze by Peter Kessler
Travel Memoir. Records the author's experiences as a Peace Corps English teacher in the small
Chinese city of Fuling, during which time he witnessed such events as the death of Deng
Xiaoping, the return of Hong Kong to the mainland, and the construction of the Three Gorges
Dam. 2001.
The Eagle Huntress
Documentary. This beautifully shot film featuring the Kazakhstan landscape follows
Aisholpan, a 13-year-old girl, as she trains to become the first female in twelve generations of
her Kazakh family to become an eagle hunter, and rises to the pinnacle of a tradition that had
typically been handed down from father to son for centuries. 2016.
What Happens When Two Strangers Trust the Rides of Their Lives to the Magic of the
Universe by Kim Cross
Long form article from Biking magazine. Leon had been riding west for 309 days. Noel had
headed east for 176. Their meeting in the desert of Kazakhstan was a small miracle. 2020.
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